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SOURCE 


1. On 23 October, Conoral Salvador Pena Trejo of El Salvador predicted that 
the country was headed for a revolution precipitated by trouble arising 
from the January 1949 elect! ons# lie said that the peonl© ware becoming 
indignant over th© methods being used by the government candidate. General 
Kauro Espinola, whose election is virtually assured. Pena Trejo described 
ho-/ the canton commanders and other officials of the 1,800 cantons of the 
country had obtained thousands of signatures by threats and the use of 
force# In th© country towns farm laborer© have been rounded up, put in jail, 
and their machetes, their only piece of property, taken away# They are 
released only on a promise to sign away their votes for Espinola# Espinola 
was also reported to be using government funds and printing presses in his 
campaign# 25X1 A 

2# As reported in I L plans are progressing for the formation of a 

coalition against Espinola by all other presidential candidates. Pena Trejo 
recently declared that each candidate would enter th© coalition as soon as 
he felt his personal support to b© strong enough to win after Espinola was 
eliminated from the political picture# 

3. Pena Trejo, for example, stated that he, at the moment, was not quit© ready# 

He had bu^ It his party to 160,000 strong, but .h© wanted to indoctrinate th© 
Army with his plan for Army reform- He estimated that about two weeks would 
b© necessary to accomplish this- Col# Jos© A&ceneio Coriander, would join a 
coalition at any time* as h© already has his popular support behind him. Pena 
Trejo admitted that Col# ^enendes had th© greatest popular support in numbers 
of any candidate# Col# Aguirre has already indicated his desire to join a 
coalition. CX&ramoimt and Orantes do not count as candidates, but they would 
be invited as a courtesy* 

f 

4# Pena Trejo indicated that the other candidates desire him to take th© 

initiative in this matter. He had not as yet definitely made up his mind 
whether a coalition should be formed# In all probability, the one who would 
benefit most from the elimination of Espinola would be Col# Henendes# This, 
according to Pena Trejo, could not be permitted because of Col# 2;’©n© ndes * 
Communist affiliations and because of his connections with President Arevalo 
of Guatemala# However, Iona Trejo expected the coalition to develop# He 
predicted a coun d f etat on the part of the Army to eliminate Col# Zenendes, 
but even this, he stated, would b© difficult because ’tfenondez is himself an 
Army man# 
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Pern Trejo said ho did not feel that all the candidates would withdraw., 
leaving the election to Espinola. He added he felt sure there would be 
violence before election time. He said that a coup d’etat could be 
engineered at any moment if he or even Col. Aguirre were willing to taV© 
the responsibility, although ho, himself, did not wish to do so. Ninety 
r« r cent of the three hundred younger officers would cooperate immediately, 
and the present regime would be powerless against such determined effort, 
Pena Trejo attributed his reluctance to assume leadership to the fact that 
although he would win in El Salvador, he would "lose internationally." 
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